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Letter to the Editor / Editöre Mektup

Immature teratoma of the posterior fossa in an 
infant: Case report
Bir bebekte posterior fossanın immatür teratomu: Olgu sunumu
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Dear Editor,

Zhang et al. (1) nicely described a 2-month-old Chinese 
infant with immature teratoma of the posterior fossa, cli-
nical picture, and physical, radiologic, and histopathologic 
examinations. I assume that the rare occurrence of that 
neoplasm at an unusual site in the studied infant should 
alert the authors to consider defective immune status, 
particularly infection with human immunodeficiency vi-
rus (HIV). My assumption is based on the following point. 
It is explicit that children with perinatal exposure to HIV 
are at increased risk to various neoplasms compared with 
their non-exposed counterparts (2). In China, HIV infec-
tion is an important health hazard. Although the overall 
HIV prevalence for pregnant women who lived in main-
land China in 2016 (34.0/100 000) was reported to rank 
at low levels worldwide, it markedly differed across the 
whole country with two high-prevalence-clustered are-
as: the Yunnan province along with its bordering areas 
and Midwest of Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region (3). 
Regrettably, the HIV status of the mother of the studied 
infant was not defined and hence, some sort of vertical 
HIV transmission ought to be taken into consideration 
in the studied infant. I assume that the authors did not 
consider an underling HIV infection in the case in questi-
on. This is obvious as the authors vaguely mentioned that 
“laboratory examinations were normal” (1). They did not 
address exactly the employed laboratory tests. Therefore, 
planning for the diagnostic panel of a CD4 lymphocyte 
count and viral overload estimations was solicited in the 
studied infant. If that cluster of tests were accomplished 
and it revealed HIV infection, the case in question could 
be obviously regarded a novel case report in China. It will 
ultimately broaden the spectrum of HIV- associated tera-
toma in the pediatric literature (4).

 Mahmood D. Al-Mendalawi
Department of Paediatrics, Al-Kindy College of Medicine, 
University of Baghdad, Baghdad, Iraq

Peer-review: Externally peer-reviewed.

Conflict of Interest: The author have no conflicts of inte-
rest to declare.

Financial Disclosure: The author declared that this study 
has received no financial support.

Hakem Değerlendirmesi: Dış bağımsız.

Çıkar Çatışması: Yazar çıkar çatışması bildirmemiştir.

Mali Destek: Yazar bu çalışma için finansal destek alma-
dığını beyan etmiştir.

References
1.	 Zhang RP, Chen J, Hu XL, Fang YL, Cai CQ. Immature 

teratoma of the posterior fossa in an infant: case report. 
Turk Pediatri Ars 2019; 54: 125–8. 

2.	 Kest H, Brogly S, McSherry G, Dashefsky B, Oleske J, Se-
age GR 3rd. Malignancy in perinatally human immuno-
deficiency virus-infected children in the United States. 
Pediatr Infect Dis J 2005; 24: 237–42. [CrossRef ]

3.	 Jiang JR1, Zhou YB, Li HT, et al. HIV epidemic among 
pregnant women in China, 2016: trend and spatial analy-
sis. [Article in Chinese]. Zhonghua Yi Xue Za Zhi 2018; 98: 
3360–4.

4.	 Ghazi L, Ko F, Bathgate SL, Larsen JW, Macri C. Rapid 
growth of a fetal sacrococcygeal teratoma in an HIV-in-
fected woman: a case report. J Reprod Med 2006; 51: 
431–4.

OPEN ACCESS This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.

https://orcid.org/0000-0003-2872-453X
https://doi.org/10.1097/01.inf.0000154324.59426.8d


Al-Mendalawi MD. Immature teratoma of the posterior fossa in an infant

334

Turk Pediatri Ars 2020; 55(3): 333–4

Address for Correspondence / Yazışma Adresi: 
Mahmood D. Al-Mendalawi 
E-mail/ E-posta: mdalmendalawi@yahoo.com
Received / Geliş Tarihi: 13.09.2019
Accepted / Kabul Tarihi: 16.03.2020
©Copyright 2020 by Turkish Pediatric Association - Available 
online at www.turkpediatriarsivi.com
©Telif Hakkı 2020 Türk Pediatri Kurumu 
Derneği - Makale metnine 
www.turkpediatriarsivi.com web adresinden 
ulaşılabilir.
DOI: 10.14744/TurkPediatriArs.2020.87847

Authors’ Response

Dear Editor,

Thank you very much for your letter, and I’m glad that 

you can put forward your opinions on this article. Befo-
re the operation of this case, related laboratory test were 
performed, including the HIV test. Certainly, The result 
of HIV was negative. So, this infant is not a child with 
HIV infection. Thank you again for your suggestion.
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